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THE “PR” LETTER BAG. 

[n , Edito, w no! fir »« <**'*« « Corresfcnd«^ 0 

Dear Editor, -It may interest some little 4 }'“”" J h ° “to”*™* 
animals to hear of a kitten who is in the habit of k k ane i 0 f 

door when she wishes to be admitted. She rests one paw 
the door, while with the other she gives a dts. anc« r at m-.aMat t », ^ ^ 
knocker, which is about three feet from the step. The kl some one, 

visitor’s that the maids have often opened the door ex P importance, 

when in walks Miss Trilby (the kitten), with t e u m .. j was 

her tail well up in the air. This happened severa times - ce f or 

staying at the house, and the people never allow her to noc 
fear she should lose faith or the habit be dropped. Q r* 

uorv trnlv. M. VJ* 


Dear Editor,— I read with interest the two letters on aquariums 1 ^ 

Review, Having kept both salt and fresh water aquariums or ^ 

years perhaps my experience may be of some use. Our salt wa er ^ ^ 
a good sized glass globe, at the bottom of which are some stones a ^ 
piece of carbon (such as is used in filters). It is full of sea water, in ^ ^ 
floats the sea weed called green laver, or sea lettuce, the best sea-wee 
aquariums. This green laver actually increased so much that ^ ^ 

summer to remove a good deal of it from the globe. The wate i / , ^ t h e 
been changed for many months, as the weed keeps it pure. en 
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sun shines on the globe the laver rises to the top of the water and exhales 
numerous silvery globules of oxygen. As the water diminishes by evanor 
ation it is only necessary to fill it up with fresh water, as only aqueou 
vapour evaporates leaving all the sea salt behind. I always fill up my 
globe when about half-an-inch has evaporated. It is thus never necessarj 
to change he water or to manufacture sea water (as suggested in the 
Review) unless the water actually becomes impure. The inhabitants of my 
globe are sea anemones, the common, smooth red ones, called Actinia 
Mesembryanthemum, most of these I have had about one-and-a-half 
years, and some, I believe, even two-and-a-half years. There have been 
numerous crops of young sea anemones. I feed them with tiny bits of 
raw meat, which they seize with their waving tentacles. The only other 
inhabitants are ammalculae and common white sea snails, which live on 
the sea- weed, and have been in the globe as long as the anemones. There 
have also been young snails. I had a shrimp for some time, but it died. 
It would not do to keep little fish with the anemones, as the latter would 
catch them. I always found that crabs and star-fish died very soon. 

Our fresh water aquarium is a wooden box lined with varnished tin, 
having a fountain in the centre. The bottom is covered with gravel and 
stones ; two flower-pot saucers are supported so as to form shelters for the 
fish, and on one of them rests a sod of grass, water weeds float in the 
water. The inhabitants are water snails, eels and sticklebacks. They 
are fed on small earth worms, and the eels and fish raise up their heads 
with expectation when they see me. They are also very fond of raw meat, 
but several of the fish died (a kind of fungus growing on them), and I 
think the meat must have caused the disease, and have therefore given it 
up I change the water sometimes by means of a syphon and re-fill it 
with the fountain. 

When a child I used to keep tadpoles, and watched them through all 
stages from spawn to perfect frog. They eat the thread-like green weed 
w r hich is found in ponds in masses. I also kept newts, and have seen them 
changing their skins, after which they eat the old skin. I also had the 
carnivorous Great Water Beetle, Dyticus Marginalis, and its larva, the 
terrible water tiger. No other animals can be kept with them. I hey eat 
raw meat greedily. Yours faithfully, M. WlLKINS. 

Dublin, December 12th, 1896. 


Dear Editor, — There is a fascinating article in this month s Nineteenth 
Century on “The Speech of Children,” by S. S. Buchman, in which the 
writer uses the earliest intelligent sounds made by infants, such as ma , 
pa , da, ta, lal, &c., to illustrate the origin of language in primitive 
nations, and traces these roots in words of cognate meaning in Sans rit, 
Greek, Latin, Irish, and many other languages. By the careful study o 
the early speech of several actual children, varying in age from 20 mont is 
to five years, he has thrown much light on a most interesting subject. 

The third of Dr. J. M. Rice’s series of papers on Education (Forum, 
February) deals with the question of “ Economy of lime in UC h a |j 
This is to be sought (1) by making the lessons interesting to the chddr , 

VOL. VIII. — NO. 6. 
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,. pm a state of mental hunger so that they are in a 
( 2 ) by creating "i tne ^ assim ilation of teaching, ( 3 ) by taking i nto 
condition favou , ra ! } ,, 1 . ity 0 f the pupils, and (4) by not keeping a child 
account the indiv ' because a low mark in one or two branches reduces 
back in all subjeC below t he standard required for promotion, 
his general average has a temperate article on the proposal to 

The Fortnight y ' ^ Cambridge, to which the writer (Mr. J. F. 

admit women t e nd t hat the movement cannot rest there, but 

Tanner) objects course of time be admitted to full member- 

that *® 7 he University with a share in its government. This will inevitably 
t' P if character of the institution, its curriculum, discipline, &c., it 
l fcause increased pressure upon the laboratory accommodation and edu- 
cational equipment which the University resources are already inadequate 
to provide and is very likely to damage the prestige of the University, 
and send male students to other Universities. Ihe writer considers that 
a separate University should be founded for women, and though the 
answer to this is obvious, his arguments are worth considering. 

An article in the Edinburgh Review for April, on “Old Eton and 
Modern Public Schools,” should also be noted. 

May 17th, 1897. Pater Junior. 


P.N.E.U. NOTES. 

Edited by Miss Frances Blogg, Sec., 28, Victoria Street , S.W. 

To whom all Hon. Local Secs, a? e requested to send reports of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches , also 30 copies 
of any prospectuses or other papers they may print. 

NEW BRANCHES. 

The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 

Branches in the following places : 

Bradford. 

Manchester. 

Chichester. 

Ealing. 

N 0 TTiNGHAM~ H ° n ’ ^ t ro tem -' Mrs. Powell, Gt. Bentley Vicarage. 

Blackheath. 

Croydon. 

Streatham. 

Beckenham. 

Carlisle. 

Forest Hill. 

Enfield. 

Dover. 

Brussels. 

Readers of the Pa t > 

friends there, are askoH ' ^ evie w living in these districts, or having 

to communicate with Miss Blogg. 
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beg ,o <■»** •>« <*. 

:: *“?. (B r ner) - **- «»• *«*».. 

■'Groundwork of Music (I and II.)*; .'Child's Primer of fhe Theory 
of Music’ ; “Key to Groundwork of Music (T and it \» u °, y 

author, Mrs. Webster, L.R.A.M. ( I } Fr0m the 


Hyde Park and Bays water. Hon. Sec., Mrs. Franklin, 9 , Pem . 
bridge Gardens (at home Thursday mornings). A delightfully inspiring 
and interesting lecture, entitled » At School on Hampstead Heath ’’ was 
given by Mrs. Grmdrod, at 19, Campden Hill Gardens (by the kindness of 
Mrs. Dickinson). The chair was taken by W. H. Dickinson, Esq L C C 
Mrs. Grindrod has very kindly contributed her paper to the Review so that 
very many may profit by it. In the course of his very appreciative temarks, 
the chairman said that many districts of London might with advantage be 
studied and explained in the same manner that Mrs. Grindrod had treated 
Hampstead and Highgate. Mrs. Grindrod, in her reply to the questions 
set her, recommended the following handbooks as helps to those parents 
who wished to fit themselves to answer the many questions which were the 
result of intelligent rambles: “ Guide to Waterlow Park,” by L. of M., 
published by Langley, printers in Archway Road, N.W., price 2 d. ; “ On 
Hampstead/ 7 by Vizand, price 6 d. t and “Northern Heights,’ 7 by the 
Howitts ; also Logan Lobley’s “Hampstead Hill.” — The next lecture will be 
on June 1 8th, at 3.30, at 25, Talbot Square, by kind permission of Mrs. Copland 
Griffith, when Mrs. Boole will lecture on “ Some difficulties in Home 
Study,” suggested by Mrs. Creighton’s articles in the Parents' Review , 
August and September, 1896. The subject is a very interesting one, and 
it is hoped that there will be a good attendance of members. 


Hampstead. — The last meeting of the season was held on May 5th. by 
the kind permission of Mrs. Hepburn, at 13, Well Walk. Dr. Pidcock 
opened a debate on the subject, “ That there is a tendency at the present 
day to give too great prominence to Athletics in boys’ schools.” He was 
opposed by Mr. Woodhouse. The chairman, Mr. Henry Perrin, opened 
the discussion, which was joined in by several of the members. 

EASTBOURNE.— Dr. Whitney very kindly invites all P.N.E.U. members 
to attend a series of botanical demonstrations on I uesday afternoons, at 
five o’clock, at the Library, Lismore Road, until further notice A pen- 
knife, note-book and pocket magnifying glass should be brought. These 
classes are most interesting, and the Hon. Sec. much hopes that many 
members and their children will avail themselves of this opportunity of 
forming a Nature Club in connection with this branch. 

Hastings and St. Leonard’s.— Early in June (on a day unfortunately 
not fixed at the time of going to press), there will be a public meeting, 
when an address will be given by the Rev. Joseph Wood, D.D., 
Head Master of Tonbridge School. Subject, “Homes and Schools.” 
Chairman, W. Lucas-Shadwell, Esq., M.P. 
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Kridav Tune nth (by kind permission of Mrs. Barran), a 
Leeds— O n mazy, J bg he)d at W estwood, at 4 o clock. Lecturer, 
drawing-room meetmg^^ „ Habit> .. t0 be followed by discussion. 

Dr . Helen Web • u ’ meeting, Miss Chudleigh, of the Kent 

FoiKESTONt a on .‘Parent and Teacher, Home and 

College foi Gir , t interesting and helpful, and was greatly 

School;" which was m. ' dience *_ M , oth , M „. Boldero „> 
appreciated by tM ^ , he chair . 

“ Enthusiasm. j * 

- v kvhead -On Saturday afternoon, May 8th, an excursion was made 
. , he members of the Field Club to Wallasey, Sandhills, under the 
y a,nre of Mr Green, to search for beetles, etc. The weather was rather 
g “‘ but the expedition was much enjoyed by all. 1 here were 
forty-three present. After tea Mr. Green gave a most interesting account 
of the habits and haunts of some insects, and invited all present to come 
3 nd see his collection on the following Saturday. 


Derby.— A meeting of the branch was held on May 13th, at North Lees 
(by the kindness of Lady Haslam). The President, Mrs. Parez, was in 
the chair, and a paper on 14 Natural History and Botany for the young,” 
was read by Mr. Linton, Vicar of Shirley. A discussion followed, and it is 
hoped that as a result of the paper a Natural History Club may be formed. 

Richmond and Kew. — This branch was received by Miss Johnson, 
B.A., at the High School, Richmond, on April 8th, when Miss Hughes, 
of the Cambridge Training College, delivered an interesting address on 
“The Moral Government of Children.” Miss Hughes spoke of the duty 
of the teacher to develop character, and deprecated the idea that education 
meant nothing but instruction. She maintained that the fundamental 
principle of government was to train the children to govern themselves. 
Teachers were too apt to consider school merely a place of preparation 
for examinations, but government both at school and at home was a 
preparation for life. The address was much appreciated, and a hearty 
vote of thanks passed to Miss Hughes. 


THE 


PARENTS' REVIEW 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
OF HOME- TRAINING AND CULTURE 

“ Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 

SOME REFLECTIONS ON THE P.N.E.U 
CONFERENCE. 

Those who organized this, the first P.N.E.U. Conference, did 
so in fear and trembling. They asked some of our busiest 
workers to come from great distances and they dreaded lest the 
papers should be addressed to empty benches. Would members 
come to morning meetings during the London season? In 
other words were they sufficiently in earnest to make a real 
sacrifice of time, in order to learn what the Parents’ National 
Educational Union really is and how it can help its members in 
their stupendous task of training and teaching their children ? 
These questions have been answered in the affirmative ; the 
Conference was unanimously pronounced to be most successful 
in every way and the attendance was quite excellent. There 
was an average of about 90 people at the morning meetings 
and there were about 150 at Miss Mason’s afternoon lecture and 
between 300 and 400 at the evening conversazione. Next year 
we may hope for double the number, as Branch secretaries will 
make still greater effort to make the Conference known to all 
their members in good time. People came up from all parts of 
England, and many letters testify that they were glad they had 
done so. One lady writes, “ I think I never had such a treat as 
our Conference. The feeling of ‘Brotherhood ’ throughout and the 
enthusiasm were most inspiring,” — and a gentleman, “ Certainly 
the proceedings were most remarkable. There was an air of 
purpose, conviction and reality which is to me wholly surprising.” 
The “ inspiring idea ” which led to the organization of the 
Conference, was the knowledge that many members' of the 
P.N.E.U. can but get a very dim idea of its teaching and principles. 
They may go to some disjointed lectures delivered by outsiders, 
even by people to whom the Union itself is hardly known. 
These may be most interesting and most helpful, but unless 
members attend all the lectures regularly, month by month, and 
vol. viii.- no. 7. h2 


